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Has your child been taken or kept overseas by
their other parent or a relative without your
permission? Are you worried that this might
happen? This leaflet will tell you what you can
do and who to contact.
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WHAT CAN I DO IF I AM WORRIED THAT MY
CHILD MIGHT BE ABDUCTED OVERSEAS?

• If you are not sure about your legal position in relation to
your child, consider instructing a suitably qualified family
lawyer immediately. You may need to get a residence
(custody) or preventative court order to stop your child
being taken out of the country. In England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, you may need to apply to have your child
made a ward of court, through which the court becomes a
legal guardian of the child and can exercise its powers to
back up its decisions on what is in that child’s best
interests. 

• Contact reunite. This is a charity organisation which
provides practical advice and information to parents and
families whose children have been, or might be, abducted
overseas. They can send you a pack that tells you how you
can do your best to prevent child abduction. 

• Write to the Identity and Passport Service (formerly known
as the UK Passport Service), enclosing a copy of any court
order and giving the expiry date, to ask them not to grant a
British passport to your child without your permission. They
can only do this in certain circumstances – you will need to
contact them to find out when they can do this. 

• If the other parent of your child is not British, they may be
able to get a passport for the child from their own
Embassy, High Commission or Consulate in this country.
In that case, you or your lawyer may wish to write to the
Embassy, High Commission or Consulate of the other
parent’s nationality asking them not to issue a passport to
your child. They do not have to follow your instructions,
but they may do so voluntarily. 
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• Contact your local police station. If the police are satisfied
that the threat of abduction is real and imminent (that is,
you think your child is likely to be taken overseas within 48
hours), they can contact the National Ports Office and ask
them to alert all UK points of departure to try to prevent
the abduction. This is called a ‘Port Alert’. 

WHAT CAN I DO IF MY CHILD HAS BEEN
ABDUCTED OVERSEAS? 

• Report it to the local police immediately. The parent who
abducts the child may have committed a criminal offence in
the UK. If it is not too late, the police may be able to stop
your child being taken out of the country. If your child has
been taken overseas but you do not know exactly where,
the police can contact Interpol on your behalf. Interpol can
work with overseas police forces to help find the child.

• Contact reunite. This is a charity organisation which provides
practical advice and information to parents and families
whose children have been, or might be, abducted overseas. 

• Instruct a suitably qualified family lawyer in the UK who can
provide you with legal advice. reunite has a list of lawyers
who might be able to help. Depending on which country your
child has been taken to, you may also need to appoint a
lawyer overseas. 

• Contact the Child Abduction Section at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office on 0207 008 0878 (or the FCO
Response Centre on 020 7008 3350 outside of office hours).
We can tell you whether the country that your child has been
taken to has joined the Hague Convention on International
Child Abduction (see below), and provide information about
what you can do. 
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WHAT IS THE HAGUE CONVENTION?
The 1980 ‘Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction’ is an agreement between
various countries which aims to ensure the return of an
abducted child to the country where he or she normally lives,
so that issues of residence (custody) and contact (access) can
be decided by the courts of that country. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD HAS BEEN TAKEN
TO A COUNTRY THAT HAS JOINED THE HAGUE
CONVENTION?
Contact the relevant UK Central Authority. There are contact
details at the end of this leaflet:

• In England and Wales, the Central Authority is the
International Child Abduction and Contact Unit in the
Ministry of Justice.

• In Scotland it is the Scottish Government. 

• In Northern Ireland it is the Northern Ireland Courts
Service.

The UK Central Authority will handle your case. They may be
able to make an application on your behalf under the Hague
Convention to the foreign Central Authority. The Foreign and
Commonwealth Office will not normally become involved in the
case, unless the UK Central Authorities ask for our help.
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WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD HAS BEEN TAKEN
TO A COUNTRY WHICH HAS NOT JOINED THE
HAGUE CONVENTION?

If your child has been taken to a country that has not joined
the Hague Convention, there may be no international systems
in place to help you. In these cases you can:

• try to come to an agreement with the other parent; or 

• start legal proceedings in the courts overseas. 

If you cannot come to an agreement with the other parent,
your only option will be to apply for custody and permission
to bring your child back to the UK through the courts
overseas. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office cannot
interfere in foreign court proceedings and we cannot
guarantee that your child will be returned to you.

WHAT CAN CONSULAR STAFF DO TO HELP IF
YOUR CHILD HAS BEEN ABDUCTED?
We and our consular staff overseas are committed to giving
British nationals all the support we properly can. 

We can: 

• provide a list of overseas lawyers (see note 1 below) who
speak English (some will be specialists in family law);

NOTE 1

Neither the Government nor the relevant British Embassy, High Commission or

Consulate can make any guarantee in relation to the professional ability or

character of any person or company on the list, nor can they be held responsible

in any way for you relying on any advice you are given.

International Child Abduction  27/12/07  10:48  Page 8



INTERNATIONAL
CHILD ABDUCTION

• get a welfare report; if you have contact details for your
child and if the other parent agrees;

• if you do not know where your child is, we can contact the
relevant authorities overseas to check what progress has
been made in finding him/her;

• offer travel information and help with finding
accommodation locally;

• help you contact the relevant local authorities and
organisations when you are overseas;

• where appropriate, contact the courts overseas to express
our interest in a case and ask about progress;

• in exceptional circumstances only, go to court hearings
overseas; 

• provide information about translation services;

• where appropriate, issue travel documents.

We cannot: 

• “rescue” a child or get involved in any illegal attempts
to bring a child back to the UK; 

• locate your child if you do not know where he/she is;

• offer legal advice or interfere in the legal system of another
country;

• pay your bills, including legal, translations, travel or
accommodation;
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DUAL NATIONALITY
Dual nationality means being the national of more than one
country. A child may be a dual national if they were born or
lived overseas or if one of his or her parents holds the
nationality of another country. If your child has been taken to
the country of their second nationality, the authorities there
may view your child as a national of that country. This may
limit what we can do to help. 

TAKING THE FIRST STEP
Before you call anyone, be prepared to provide the following
information that can help others to help you. 

• Your child’s name, age, date of birth, passport details and
nationality. 

• Details of the abducting parent and his or her relatives,
both in the UK and overseas. 

• Details of any court orders giving you residence or contact.
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USEFUL ADDRESSES

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Child Abduction Section 
Consular Directorate
Old Admiralty Building
London SW1A 2PA
Tel: 020 7008 0878 (or the FCO Response Centre on

020 7008 3350 outside of office hours). 
Website: www.fco.gov.uk/childabduction

Central Authority for England and Wales
The International Child Abduction and Contact Unit
Ministry of Justice
81 Chancery Lane
London WC2A 1DD
Tel: 020 7911 7045 or 020 7911 7047
Website: www.offsol.demon.co.uk

Central Authority for Scotland
Scottish Government
Second Floor West
St Andrews House
Regent Road
Edinburgh EH1 3DG
Tel: 0131 244 4827 or 0131 244 4826/7
Website: www.scotland.gov.uk/childabduction

International Child Abduction  27/12/07  10:48  Page 11



Central Authority for Northern Ireland 
Civil Policy Branch
Northern Ireland Courts Service
21st Floor
Windsor House
9-15 Bedford Street
Belfast BT2 7LT
Tel: 028 9041 2327/2380
Website: www.courtsni.gov.uk 

Identity and Passport Service
Globe House
89 Ecceleston Square
London SWIV IPN
Tel: 0870 521 0410 

(The passport advice line is open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Calls to this number are charged at
standard national rates.)

Website: www.ukpa.gov.uk

reunite International Child Abduction Centre
PO Box 7124 
Leicester LE1 7XX
Tel: 0116 2556 234 (advice line) 
Website: www.reunite.org 

National Missing Persons
NMPH HQ
Roebuck House
284 Upper Richmond Road West
London SW14 7JE
Tel: 0500 700 700 (freephone)
Website: www.missingpersons.org
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CONSULAR DIRECTORATE
Foreign & Commonwealth Office

Old Admiralty Building

The Mall, London SW1A 2PA

Tel: 00 44 (O)20 7008 1500

www.fco.gov.uk/travel

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

We welcome the views of our customers on the quality of the 

service we provide. Please write to the Head of Consular Directorate

at the above address.

Printed in December 2007

Reunite support the Know Before You Go Campaign.
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